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& puided bours of

Parig ga, it was

hurried but urdani-
ably cxcibng. Ahoad ol ma the
turnied Trivemph Supar Hl sports-
tor carvod (1o way noatly
through the French capitals
iraffic, the howl ifrom B5 Tnee
breathing exhaust systam
beunsing ol walls and cans as
e bright yellow triple was
opened-up on occasional clear
siratches of road. Mécabwin
bass Frank Depoisier was
running ke, and he wasn™

wasting much tima an rouba.

Tuckied in behind, | was
engaying every minute of vy
e on Depoisiers naked red
Triumph X-90 spacial. Tha
high-handipbarrad SO0 tripla
flicked throasgh tralfic gaps with
pase, accelerated hard away
from evary saf of lights, and
lecked mighty good eveary time |
srigaked a quick glance i oa
shop window. When finally
Dapaisier pulied up &t his basa
in soufi-easiarmn Faris, | was
still right with him = and

A Little Piquance
Helps Flavour
British Beef

impressad with the X-80's
performance, as well as s
afyla,

it the X-80's nama and
shapa being to mind ihe old
Triurngh firm's X-T5 Hurmcane
tripla of the 15705, than that is
antirely intentional, Depolsier s
@ long-oime Trumgh and clas-
sic bika fan who set up his
M catwin firm t8n years ago,
I fure Bonmnewvilles and thie e
In recent years Dwpoisier has
bocomio m{:rn:n:.ingl,‘ veohvnd
with modem Triumphs, and his
X-00 gives the Hinckbey-bis
tekes a noat look inspinsd by
Cralg Vetter's legendary X-75.

The X-90's cenlfepiecs i@
unmistakcally its tank-seat unit,
a dramaisc carbon-and-apoxy
composite form that sweeps
dewn irgdm the sieading head,
takiing i eaggeraled ks cii-
ouls, diminutive sidapanals and
a sculpled dusl-seal. s swoop-
Ing shape otally ransionms the
naked Trident tipbe on which
ihi= -390 i= based, giving a
ean, aggressive look thal
ackmowkadges Triumph's pasl
wihlle being as avant-garde as
any Jean-Paul Gaulber cres-
(il

This triple dogsn't have the
X-T5's distinctive trio of silen-
cars up s nght sade, bud It
incomoaies numaersus  othes
modificatbions desipnad o ne-
disce welght and improve per-
formancs. Thi reverse-cone
silencers are Méecabein parts
I combination with K&N filters
and fine-funing of the standard
33mm Kelhin carbs, they give
Ihe ciherwise slandard BESCE
friple mobor & boosi of about
Sbhp betwsen BO00rpm and
B000rpm.

Thé chassis has recgived
atitention, too, bul ot with the
Iemgienad frant farkes that ware

features with
which Triumgh's T150 Trident
was corverted info the X-T5
Hurmcana back in 1873, In
contrasi the modam Trident's
forks and single rear suspen-




sign unit have been shortansd
slightly, using progressively
wound fork springs and a
cusiom-buill shack from WP ol
Holland. Depoisier says ha has
also lowered the seat’s heighi,
withou! reducing its paddeng.
Although I'm peratty tall, the
¥-20 certainky fedt slightly lower
than a stock Triumph as |
sailled into a seal whosa
shape and lack of anylhing for

Eh islen, mes enfants ... how 5 1
thal M. Dupolsier was ahie to
improwa Triumiph's Basic triple so
easlly? Fosmidable!

1 T

a pilian o hold on lo suggested
that it was designed more for
one parson than two. Moder-
ately raized handiebars, bolied
to custom yokes, gave an
upeighl niding positon. The X-
20 fired-up with a pleasant
three-cylinder burble from ils
mati-black pipes (chrome fin-
ish is also available), and pulled
away cleanly, my legs fitting
naally info thia 1ank cul-ouls.
The kick at six grand and
tunedul exhaus! note combined
to maka the bike feal enpoyably
lively on the roads near Mécat-
win's base af Ivry-sur-Seine,
Depoisier's enging mods have
increased peak rear-whael out-
put from S0bhp to aboul SEbD,
and the X-90 cerainly pulled
hard provided It was kKepl
rwving. Less impressieg was
tha corresponding dip in tha
power curva batween 3000
and 4500rpm, which mzant
that some of the standard
Trideni's roll-on gruni was
misging, though the difference
wis not huge in adher case.
Handling was good, too, with
a sulbthe improvement over the
stock Tridanl. Geomelry was
little-changed, if anything feel-
ing slightly sportier than stan-

-
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Orininal and Best. Expertiy-modded
Mecatwin faces up o the standand
TridenL Source ol inspiration is the

X-75 Triumph (below)

dard. The high bars and lirmar,
ICWET BUSDENSIoN Sel-up gave a
litthe of the apgressive feel of an
oid-style naked Superbike ra-
cier, 2n the open road the Iriple
ripreratedly shaot to the lon mark,
heading for a lop speed of
apout 135mph, and it re-
masned stable in fast curves
and Bumpy Parisian back-
stregls alike, Comiort was
reasonable, though maybe
slightty down on the more
softly-sprung Trident.
Depoisier says his mods
have reduced the Triumph's
weight by a worhwhile 23kg,
giving a fotal of 18%5kg, and
much of thal weight is now
held lower, which makes the
bike feel a little more compact
and manageable. You'd have
to rida the X-80 on more
suitable roads than | did o ba
cartain that ground clearance

has nof bean compromised by
the chassis changes. Bul noth-
ing scraped during my lest,
despite some comering that
mist have pushed the Avon
AM2223 tyres towards thelr
fimits. By naked bike sian-
dards the X-90 was a respec-
lably guick and fine-handling
machine,

But while Mdcatwin's angina
and chassis mods mighl be
beneficial, the latler especially
to Triumph riders with shorlegs
= it's the X-90's look that is is
main attraction, Thal hatds trs
when you gel up close, too,
because perhaps the bike's
most impressive aspect was
the quality of its consiructon,
The fit and finish af the tank.
seal wnil looked exemplary,
and Depoisiar is confident
encugh 1o match Triumgh's
twid-yaar wararty.

For a special the X-90 is
practical, too. Its tank-seat can
b rsmoved or replaced in afew
minutas. Everything seemed to
Bt very well, steering lock Is

unchanged, and fuel capacityis
reduced only by four litres o a
s respactable 21 litres. The
bike | rode looked good enaugh
to e an official tactory maching
and in some French dealer-
ships it's possible 1o onder a
brand new X-00, with 750, 300
or 1200ce angine (all Triurmph
triples and fowrs can be usad as
A basa) and a choice of six
single-colour paint schemeas,
Depoisier |s keen 1o axpand
sales o olher countries, foo.
The basic X-90 kit costs
FF18.000 (aboul E2400), and

includes paintwork, front and
rear mudguards, seal and tail-
light. This bike's carb ki,
Bxnausl syslem, handlabars
and top ywoke, indicators and
WP suspension parts can ba
bought separately or included
for & total of FF25,000 (£3300).
For Triumph riders looking for
something a bit different, thal
could ba maney well spent. Tha
¥-30's blend of British aeng-
neeafing, American insplration
and Franch flair and craftsman-
ship makes for a very classy
miatorbiea, =

INSPIRATION FOR THE X-90.
TRIUMPH'S X-75 HURRICANE

Triumph's X-75 Hurricana of
1873 was one of the most
striking and radical models a
majer factory has aver pro-
ducad, Its story is also one of
tha most unusual, Craig
Vettor, a froolance American
designar who latar bacamea
famous for his fainngs and
luggege, was commissioned
In secrel by Amedcan BSA/
Triumph boszzes disap-
poinied by tha angular sty-
ling of thia recently-raleasad
Triumph Trident and BSA
Rocket 3 riples.

Velter's profotypa, which
was Iniially intended to be
produced as a BSA, retained
the Rocket 3's aircooled,
E60bhp threa-cylindar engine
bul fealured bigger cylinder
heads, to make the motor
lock more substantial, plus
shorter gearing to improve
low-spaad - acoaleration.
Highar bars, a new haadlight
and clocks, 50mm longer

forks and a irfo of silancers
on the right sida combinad
with the slender tank-seat
unit fo give an unmisiake-
able look,

BSATrUmph's manage-
ment was imprassad by the
prototype, and had tha bike
shipped over o Triumph's
Meridan factory, whero it
was put into production with
few changes. Named the
Triumph X-75 Hurricane,
because BSA was on the
point of collapse. the bike
turned plenty of heads when
It was launched In 1973.
Fewar than 1200 examples
wara bult; those still in good
condition are now worlh
serious monay. The X-75's
futurislic styling still looks
great, at least from the night
side- — although In conlrast
1o the X-80, is handéng and
braking were inferior fo
fhose of the standard T150
Tngent.



