Some bikes simply look and sound the
business and this Triumph Ascot TT
Special, built by Triumph dealer Jack Lilley
in Shepperton, Middlesex, is one of them

Eaty power, lean Nar-rsck
M styling and recous
axhnul pipes ol eombens

o rakcs this 8 Triemph ascol TT
specinl, what many would call 'a
peroper ook o’

Ctvicaisly this sort of hond-built,
bespoke hooligan doeen'l cosme
cheap, but if wou have an insalisbla
g o beo differont, snd Sind modem
sports bikes shmply too semey, the
Agsol TT could be the Bike Tar you.

Yoars ag0, back In the good al'
USA, hardiy anyone went road racing,
oF pavormasl racing &5 thay call it in
Caliloenin Whnt the Yanks pmlnrmﬂ o
o i ther Tl and sictiees weas dirt
rocing, whether it was matocroon,
endurg or fat track, which was a kind
of country cousin o UK speadway,

Trmt:ka on tha Waal Copsl soon
pained @ reputation for showcasing
soaree of Use willbesl shileways atlion
on ieo whadla pnyonoe could see, with
Ascot baing cne of the premier venses.
In addition bo ranw islent, the roecers
wiheD slewved thoir Horleys and Brit
s arownd the mile koing ovals soon
Bdipan Sdapling e fosd Bikes 10 il

this particular kond of B0mph comibat.

S0 sidopanads and seats gal cul
clossn, 1o mnko shifting your body off
the biko that bit easier. Handiebars got
widad, b asd thi colsnlarsioenng
fechrigue raquined wisn hustling o
Thunderbird, or hotted-up Hardey
Sanrisie inbo & iurm Kadurnlly whosts
gol changed too, eapocially as rock
hard tyres and a total Bck of brakes -
i, No brakes on alher whasl - Wwas
tha oandear of this dovy.

Far gorma, the wisala TIaE-IFach scdns
lost its appeal when it got too
penfessional, with big money Sponsors
and insanely tast spoeedas, but the e
apirit lives on oven today In the States,
with rurmalrs thal Harley are plamning
to make an XATS replica rite, II Haday
do produce an ormnge and white XRTS0
stunnier, then mayhse it will spur Triumph
o o aks o clotar ook ol this spoecial
maching from dealer Jock Lilley,
becouses i oo has the sort of retro
appaal that makes it an instond classic,

Bnsed om the Legoend TT netro maded,
Jack Lilley's Ascol TT is & clewer mix of
obd and new, which works swprisingly
wnll on tha road ot any speed. The siock

Lesgend siks wery b b the ground pnd
ﬂfﬂ'bul.lghihu fettled Sidpansion Jeama
1o rasa th bike a ittle bit, it remains
prhags the most nevice-trendly
Trivenph triphe you can by,

Thiat sadd, the Legpend TT as
stardord s & heavy bike, despile
carrying its waighl lowdown, S0 it's a
wloorss bedaalil thal the Asool
nppears 1o have shad o lew pounds
camparnd 1o s donor bile, That's just
sadil of the pants stuff by the way, |
didin't gt 1o bike waeighdd accurnioky.

Climb aboard than and umd he
bufton, remembering to give the throttls
a itle aqusit &8 the Ascol woars flat-
shide carba pnd theredon has o
chaoke. It splutters and Sownds reugh at
tickover, bul 8% S650 &% thé 0
warm the bike picks up pretty quickly.

Althaugh 1he Legend BASse motar
anly makes around T0bhp, the addition
al Mat siida oarbs and noisier pipes
give the bike the sort of fiee-breathing
pianch that you suspect lurks inside
wvary Minckley triphs, bist ia effactvaly
strangled by emission and sound
reguiaticns on standard modeds.

Tha cobby nature of the throBtle
mesponSe dads make T Ascod 8 Tt
it roao diffkoult o ride in town,
howeser, and you need to leam 1o blip
the thratiks &t junclions 1o maks surs
you have @anough s bo make a clean
gotawny = a bit like riding he TTEM)
abaek model frem Hinokley indnst.,.

Onca moving mong however, the

Anccal is @ neally edciting bk, 1Esounds
eatifully throaty as the revs bulld up,
with a definflive snaedl from the throe
e s e row neseudle weings pasl
&,000rpm. B reminded me very moch of
than obd Tridant T180 fram T mid-
18702 and there’s nothing wrong with
that in my book. The Ascol do@n't just
sound ndce, it aclually goes wall bod —
mel eompared to an /1, but it has
planty of gnant for o robno cless maching.

A TO-00rmph, thea high, and very
witis, handlebars persuade you that
thy beki is geoing tast enough inany
evonl, &0 you Kind of eam to settle
ek and enfoy the add BLaEE sl
shownar troflic, o8 you make Tun
progress plong ‘A -roads. This dofinitely
't o molorany biko, a8 thoe rider 5
sol lowy, wilh . atrelched wide,

1B o e o rmnd, 1t el Tl i,
wytth thay Ohlins monoshock and na-
il forka afferng o finm ride, with
prociss shining. U o vast improvement
on the sktondard Legand TT and bats
wou sling tha Ascot throwgh comers
with o corindn amount of stylo - aven i
you havwanT gol the skl i got o 200 ks
bk siddevenya an bnrmac, The pddition
of & Boringer diso brake with matching
caligera on tha real wihwol oloo gives &
o dafimite advaniage over the Legond,
I fact, | reckan e Assol S & Bk Bt
ovor-braked, for what is bosdcally an
oid tnshioned retro motorbike,

O gthar thirsy worth moding |s thnt
Ehan rrsaclifind apcdle is surprisingly

©1,499 O1R

.“
-
~

| -
|
|

camforiable. You gt 'in® the Ascol,
rafhsar than ‘an’ i, Bke aay the Triumoh
Tebirgl Sport, but you never s
trimched up, or suffering the old ‘schey
shoulder' syndromae. This is o spealal
worn can Bve wiithi and thal’s often not
tha case with othar madded machanos,
which s, litoraily, o pain in the arse.

S I Handles resgeciably, s great
brokes, real world comiort and sounds
oo Slippery Sam = ane you 808d on 1ha
idea of spending arcund elevien gramd
o 8f Aol Yot

i red, | guess i1 ol comes dowT o
the looks of the beasi snd In this
pairtieend, this Ascod s o meal beaesd-
burmenr. In nn era of beautiful and
disgtinctive bikes ke tha 098, MY
Agusta F4, Trumph 55 and maore, s
ma mean feat for the French designara
ol Bheh Ao TT'S Sanlfind ured,
sidopanols snd front mikdguand, 1o
harve cagtured the right feal lar Eha
siaties NoA-rock ern 50 sueccasstully. it
roally looks the part and you're
ki arband b eanal Whnn AT WO
hop this Diko.

Buying o Legend TT denor maching
Is expordiee enough, Sut then add on
ol the necessory trick bits and you ane
locking at kaying oul Soame SeioLus
wedps o U Assol. Thal smd, this kit
is suporbly made and ook Built 1o kst
It you alroady hove o stock Lagend andd
reckon il'e nol worth & huge surm n
part -0 pgaingd o now Bika, T
maybe spending o few thousand... oh,

“ALTHOUGH THE LEGEND 885CC
MOTOR ONLY MAKES AROUND 70BHP,
THE ADDITION OF FLAT SLIDE CARBS
AND NOISIER PIPES GIVE THE BIKE
THE SORT OF FREE-BREATHING
PUNCH THAT YOU SUSPECT LURKS
INSIDE EVERY HINCKLEY TRIPLE."

alright then, four thowsand gquid, will
pet you a groat new moloncycle

Oaod bits nén't choap, so the basic
Mmoot kit, comprising saaktel une,
sidepanels. froni madguard, indicators,
pirbay covers, roar light and a dusl
s opltion, will cost batwean 1,540
fo 1,388, dopendng on which model
Logend TT you have. Exi-a goadies on
waour wish bst vwill abrmast carininly
inciatha the corbs [£1,145), the three
axhaust plpos (£623), ne-vamped
suspensian (L5065 and Baringer iront
beako kit (E440), which tokes cans of
fowr big cnes, or thereabouds.

Bag manayT For o retro, yes. But this
s sormsebhing way boyond your Bargain
basement ZRT Kwackor, ar Sury
Baindit. Fact is, one-off, cuaicemesad
bkas @ront lor overyane and tRat's
ooy it should ba - otharwiso they
veoubdn't e that special, would thoy ? B

PRICE (Trumph TT Lagend DRE1S DT e modal T7 468 OTH,
failly Kitsd E10,705 oTR

ENGEHE TYPE liquid-couled, irensverse Eiple

WALYE ARAAMSEMENT 12 valvs,

DISPLACEMENT BiSc:

MAX POWER OUTPUT O8bhe & AR

CARBUFRATION 30mm Mol slices {dikunl or Kolli, depeading
an osailallingg

TRAHNSHMISSION S-1pooad, chaim Tinnl

SUSPENEION framd: 43mm tnleacopss Koynba, stitfer
progrossies fork spinga; e one Ohine damper, sdjusimants
{ner proioosd snd rokesund

DAAKES freal: Touw oF 8ix pision Deringor calipe: J2Thres Pully
flzating disc; regv twin-phiton calipar, 285mem diso

TVRES froudy 120070 & 1 Tin Dridgosticns OTET;

Far 160700 x 170 Bridgesione BTET

FLIEL CAPACITY 15 Bires

Apgda B Sraih sl Liloy Motorcycios i BT Z280d)




Mow available
in the UK
exclusively from

JACK LILLEY

108-113 High Street
Shepperion
MIDDLESEX
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